Peripheral blood stem cell transplantation for non-Hodgkin's lymphoma in complete remission.
High-dose chemotherapy with PBSCT as consolidation therapy was administered to 15 patients with non-Hodgkin's lymphoma admitted to our department between November 1991 and March 1998. The average number of CD34-positive cells harvested was 3.1 x 10(6)/kg and the median time to a granulocyte count above 500/microliter was 12.8 days. Of the patients, one died from cytomegalovirus pneumomonia after WBC count recovered, 2 relapsed, and 12 patients are still alive and disease-free. The average disease-free survival period was 50.0 months. Stem cell harvesting is relatively simple and hematopoietic recovery is mory rapid with PBSCT than with ABMT. Our findings suggest that PBSCT can be used for consolidation therapy in NHL patients who have achieved complete remission with standard chemotherapy.